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Salaam!

 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to our first ever annual

report. Since the conception of Hidayah's constitution in 2017 and the

formal recognition of Hidayah as an Unincorporated Charitable

Organisation, we have seen major successes. This annual report aims

to showcase these successes and what we have accomplished in

such a short space of time. 

 

The future looks bright for Hidayah and after I stepped down after

almost two years as Chair, I am still privileged and humbled to have

been part of an amazing team of individuals. Individuals who give

above and beyond to support queer Muslims across the United

Kingdom. I would like to take time to thank everyone who has been

part of Hidayah's committee and who have taken time to run our

groups, both past and present, 

 

Since stepping down, I can now announce that Shelina is the new

Chair of Hidayah and who for the next two years, will take the

organisation even further.

 

So, it is with great happiness that I present our first annual report and

one of many for Hidayah, Inshallah. 

 

D R E W  D A L T O N

Former Chair of Hidayah

Chair's Message



Winner of the North East LGBT Awards (2019)

Shortlisted for the National Diversity Awards (2019)

In a little over three years, Hidayah have formally constituted and have

grown significantly. In our journey forward we are proud to have

achieved so many things, including....

How far have we grown?

Growing to over 500 members from across the U.K.

Developing new support groups in locations as varied

as Manchester, London, Birmingham, Leeds and Bristol

Initiating 'contact points' in over 15+ different locations

across England, Scotland and Wales, whereby we can

meet with queer Muslims in need

Implementing a formal constitution and ratifying over

10 policies to ensure the professional running and

sustainability of our organisation

Working in partnership with other organisations and

successfully being part of a team to coordinate the

'LGBTIQ+, Intersectionality and Islam Conference' in

Birmingham (2019)



Spoken and presented to Malaysian government officials

about their treatment of queer Muslims and raising

awareness of the difficulties that queer Muslims face

How far have we grown?

Taken part in over 45 media articles, radio and television,

panel discussions and newspaper articles

Attended over 10+ Pride events across the United Kingdom

Initiated two major social justice campaigns. A

photography campaign and a shoebox appeal

Were part of the 'Muslim Pride' documentary in

partnership with the Naz and Matt Foundation

Developed partnerships with over 20+ organisations to

develop projects, ideas and events

Fed into the United Kingdom government's Equalities

Office on LGBT+ issues affecting queer Muslims



"Hidayah is a beacon of light for me who has been shrouded in darkness due to the

complexity of my background. The group has enable me to step out into the world of

colour which was always my right to experience. I knew it was there but was wrongly

taught not to step into it. I learnt to step into it through Hidayah. The group has taught

me to be confident, independent and strong. It’s taught me not to be ashamed. I am

Muslim. I am gay. And finanally, I am me. I am Khalil’"

What do our members say?

"Exactly a year ago I stumbled across Hidayah. It soon became that friend that I could

share my unspoken secrets to without feeling ashamed or judged. The support I have

received from fellow Hidayah members has been unmatchable, they have seen my

journey from back when I felt suffocated at home to now – me living my authentic self.

This might sound dramatic but my Hidayah family literally saved my life"

"Hidayah has literally been a lifesaver for me. if it wasn’t for Hidayah and the support

of everyone within, I wouldn’t be planning to live my life according to who I am. I have

so many hopes and dreams and it is because of Hidayah that I can follow them

through!"

"Hidayah has helped me feel safe and feel that I am not alone. There are many people

who understand my situation and troubles. They are friendly and supportive"

"Hidayah has been a safe space for me, a space where I can be myself, meet and

interact with people who are in the same situation as me. This has helped me be more

comfortable in being/understanding myself without being judged. Hidayah is a great

platform for Muslims who identify themselves as LGBTQI+ as it provides a safe

environment for myself and many people who may or may not have the same support

from family or friends"

"Hidayah has helped me in that I found a community where I can reconcile both my

faith and my sexuality. Having this community of support has helped me both in my

faith and also my mental health. I am really grateful that an organisation like Hidayah

exists"

"Hidayah has provided me with a community and family whilst coming to terms with my

identity. Through attending many events, I've learnt how Hidayah has become an

invaluable source of information and support for us, as well as allies of the LGBT

Muslim community"



LONDON

Our groups...

Hidayah is a beautiful and supportive place. What I love

most is the fact that every single person I have spoken to

has given me something of themselves, and I cherish

that. I love that Hidayah provides that safe space for us

all. There are many things you can't choose or control in

life, but I choose you as my community, I choose you all

as my closest friends and allies. I choose you all as my

family" (Hidayah Member)

 
The London Hidayah group, where it all started, has continued to grow over

the year. We have planned and executed a variety of events. The groups

has taken on a life of it's own with members meeting up outside of events

too, bringing us all closer together.

 

One of the highlights this year was Hidayah's Eid-ul-Fitr party, hosted in a

safe space. Hidayah saw over 60 people attending the event and much joy

and celebrations were had. Mountains of food and drink were consumed

and hundreds of pounds were raised for future Hidayah events.

 

Other events included this year included:

art Exhibitions; 

coffee and Cake Catch-ups;

UK Black Pride;

picnic in the Park;

Iftari;

board Games nights.



MANCHESTER

Our groups...

The Manchester Hidayah group has gone from success to success this year

after a rocky start involving a changeover of facilitators. However, under

new guidance the group has over 20 regular members and has held game

nights, discussion groups, and days out. It runs regularly on a Saturday. The

group was guided by board members after our former Group Facilitator

was unable to continue facilitating the group, and has now been moved

solely to the care of a group facilitator, who is Manchester-based. Under

new leadership, the group ran four iftars over Ramadan, including one

where they presented about Hidayah to the entirety of Ramadan Tent

Project (open Iftar). The group took a summer recess and is restarting in

October, hopefully going on to bigger and better things!

      

We have accomplished and been to the following:

Manchester’s People’s History Museum and Ziferblat; 

seen a regular member increase;

see members visiting from as far as Newcastle and Leeds.

"It’s easy to feel isolated as a gay Muslim. Excluded

from and envious of the relative freedoms earned and

enjoyed by other groups in society. Hidayah offers the

support to be whoever you want to me - no agenda but

your own. The people I’ve met through Hidayah are

diverse, gentle and representative - it’s good to simply

feel part of something and connected to others"

(Hidayah Member)



BRISTOL

Since Bristol Queer Muslims has joined Hidayah in April 2019, we have been

able to offer our members a platform to be a part of a wonderful Muslim

LGBT+ community who for some people, it has given them a chosen family

when their own had turned their backs on them. To quote a member 

 

Over the past few months, we have hosted lunches, competed at indoor

golf activities and taken part in local mindfulness sessions in conjunction

with mental health awareness week. In the month of July, we are looking

forward in taking part in Bristol’s first Muslim LGBT participation in the

Parade! Our members in Bristol are still growing with a steady number of

up to 8 members attending at any one of our sessions. The members consist

of international students, asylum seekers and British born Muslims as well. 

 We have built a friendship group that stretches beyond monthly meetings,

we have become a support network offering help, advice and even shelter

when needed to our members. 

 

Our groups...

“Joining Hidayah has honestly changed things for me. As an LGBT

Muslim I felt like I would not find a community that embraces both

identities. Meeting other people like myself has actually helped

with the isolation and I actually feel as I though I belong some

somewhere. With people who share very similar struggles, my

mental health has improved and I am feeling happier these days. I

am so grateful for the support that Hidayah give and the

mindfulness they have towards their members" (Hidayah Member)



Our group impact...
Sonya is a 30-year-old international student who came to the UK in September 2018 to study. She

was told of Bristol Queer Muslims (formally known) by two separate people she had met through a

LGBT group called Pink Herrings in Bristol. At first Sonya refused to believe there could be a group

for Muslim LGBT people and thought it must be a fake group set up to “catch” people like her and

so she stayed away. When the second person also informed her of the group and convinced her

that it was not fake, Sonya plucked up the courage and emailed Farina, the Group Facilitator. 

 

We met one day over breakfast and Sonya told me how she had known she was ‘different’ from as

early an age as 4, living in Pakistan where homosexuality is a sin and sharia law forbids it, she

buried her feelings and continued to live her life in the shadows. Upon getting the opportunity to

study abroad, Sonya felt, that finally she could explore her feelings towards women, however, she

ended up living in student halls with other international students who displayed outwardly

homophobic attitudes and so despite being in a country where it was not illegal, Sonya found

herself once again having to remain in the closet. 

 

A housing issue some months later put Sonya in a predicament where she needed to find

temporary accommodation and found herself in a difficult situation needing to find somewhere

and time was running out. With us having become friends, I knew that she was ideally looking for a

place with minimal upheaval and quiet surroundings to help her concentrate on her final months of

study. We worked with her to find suitable housing and a safe place to live to be herself.

 

Sonya had found a place she could call her home, where she could explore her sexuality and not

have to live in the closet, she is able to open freely without worrying about people overhearing her

conversations, no longer has to live in her room all the time for fear of awkward conversations with

homophobic housemates and be in the presence of a lesbian inter-racial couple living a “normal”

life, showing a reality that only a matter of months ago, Sonya thought was not possible.



Our groups...
Farina, the Bristol Group Faciliator says, "I started reaching out to Bristol LGBT communities when I

started Bristol Queer Muslims and continued to do so when I joined Hidayah earlier this year. So

far, Hidayah have forged links with LGBT Bristol, Off the Record, Kiki, Glitter Cymru, Wig in a Box

Promotions, SARI, We Rise and many more. 

 

Through our association, SARI chaired a confidential roundtable in Bristol with the subject being

RSE Education and what the Bristol communities were going to do, so protests such as those in

Birmingham don’t happen in Bristol. During this session, I made suggestions to reach out to the

Muslim communities and hold talks with people who speak the community languages so

information doesn’t get lost in translation. The meetings can provide support and advice on what

RSE education would actually provide our young people and dispel the misinformation that

selected people are saying about the content of it.

 

LGBT Bristol has become a very strong ally, supporting Hidayah financially by sharing funding

streams and supporting our work by sharing information to LGBT people they come across. LGBT

Bristol have vocalised support for Hidayah and the work we do in open forums and spaces too,

helping our visibility. 

 

Kiki Bristol and Glitter Cymru have joined up with Hidayah Bristol to march in the Bristol Parade

together, they also regularly share our events on their social media, showing support and solidarity.

Together as POC groups, we can reach more marginalised people in knowing such an organisation

exists and is available for people to get support and advice from. 

 

Off the Record are predominantly a youth charity (up to 25 years of age) that support LGBT+

people, they have a volunteer led space that invite LGBT+ people to form a community and safe

space, the OTR manager of Bristol has shown strong support for Hidayah, attending events, sharing

information about us to their groups and advocating for us in open forums too.  

 

Bristol’s hope for the near future is the work with director of women and girl’s charity We Rise to

collaborate and help reach more people in the Muslim community. We have a shared and similar

cause and by offering up space in one another’s forum will help We Rise and Hidayah in tackling

some much needed and difficult conversations within the Muslim community.

 

I am also in talks with Wig in a Box Promotions owner to collaborate and put on an event to raise

money and awareness for Hidayah. The event will showcase local and UK Muslim queer talent in

Bristol- Watch this space for more information."

 



LEEDS

The Leeds group is an active, creative and well-attended group, with over

30+ people on our books. We have just celebrated our first anniversary in

September 2019 and hope to go on for much longer. Putting the members at

the forefront, the Leeds group invites members to suggest what they would

prefer to do and as such, we have used the group meetings for both

lighthearted activities and more serious topics. 

 

Group members have enjoyed activities as wide-ranging as crazy golf,

cinema trips, debate nights, guest speakers, 'books which inspire you'

events, Iftar and communal cooking for Ramadan and even quiz nights.

Within the group, we discuss everything, from living as a queer Muslims to

our plans for the future, in a very supportive environment. We regularly go

for a meal or a coffee after the meeting for those who want to continue the

discussion further.

 

Our group goes beyond just a monthly meeting and many members have

found close friendships and confidantes. The group is only part of what

Hidayah Leeds do, the friendships which form and opportunities to meet

new people add to what the goup can offer.

Our groups...

“I started coming to the Leeds group because I wanted to

broaden my network of gay Muslim friends. I knew we

existed, it was just a question of where. For two hours a

month I can leave everything at the front door, forget

about whatever might be going on and just have a good

time socialising. At the end I feel so much lighter, and

happier" (Hidayah Member)



GLASGOW

Osman says,"I setup the Hidayah Glasgow group for LGBT+ Muslim persons

in Scotland to provide support and create a safe space were LGBT+ Muslims

and allies could come together and take part in discussions and events. 

 

My own journey has and is a difficult one. I am a closeted gay Muslim man

in my late 30s. I struggled with reconciling my faith and sexuality. Growing

up I got into trouble with police and struggled with my mental health. I was

at a very low point in my life when I made the decision to go to Hajj and it

is during my holy pilgrimage to Mecca that I realised that I had to accept

that being gay and Muslim is part of my identity. When I returned to the UK I

got in touch with many LGBT+ organisations however unfortunately there

was no one who could relate to my situation that is until I met Hidayah team

and with their help I decided to make a difference to LGBT+ Muslims who

live in Scotland and in what could be described as some of the remote

parts of the UK. Since joining Hidayah I have made strong contacts with

many organisations such as LGBT+ support groups and social and public

services such as police and social work and trade unions.

 

Please note that Glasgow does not have a dedicated support group now

and instead is a 'contact point' - read the following pages for the impact

that we have had in Scotland...

Scotland...

“"“Hidayah has given me so much help and support,

thank you Hidayah, I want to be a volunteer for

Hidayah”  (Hidayah Member)



LGBT Unity Glasgow is a group which supports Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,

Asexual and Transgender Refugees, Asylum Seekers and other Migrants.

The group organised a collaboration event with Hidayah which involved a

panel discussion around LGBT+ Asylum Seekers. Many people in attendance

were so moved by the plight of LGBT+ Muslims that they donated money to

the group.

Scotland

Police Scotland: Hidayah has been providing support to vulnerable people

by setting up a contact with Community police officer Ross Jackson in

Glasgow to prevent hate crime against our community. Creating a contact

point for vulnerable LGBT+ Muslims in Scotland. “We Support Hidayah want

to create safer communities and help prevent hate crime against any

persons regardless of race or sexuality” Ross Jackson

 
Leap Sports: Hidayah have taken part in panel talks during the common

wealth games around sport and faith and LGBT+ identity.  Currently

collaborating with Leap Sports to create sporting events and sports

related social meetups for LGBT+ BME community. “we are happy to

support Hidayah and look forward to organising events alongside Hidayah

members” Angharad Englefield Nelson

 

 LGBT Youth Scotland: We have created a dialogue and a partnership to

help create contact point and safe environment for LGBT + Youths in

Scotland. Referral process in place for anyone under 18 to go to if they

require support. 

 

 Glasgow University, Strathclyde, City of Glasgow College, Glasgow

Caledonian University: Hidayah has collaborated with the main higher

education institutes to create awareness campaigns for LGBT+ Muslims.

Organised panel talks and setup stalls for fresher’s weeks. Hidayah is now

a contact point for LGBT+ Muslims students at the above mentioned higher

education institutes. Social media projects via Facebook and twitter.

 

 
Glasgow Frontrunners: Developed links to create a safe friendly running

group providing opportunities for keeping fit and healthy for all LGBT+

Muslims. For Black History Month ran a campaign to promote sport and

mental health to LGBT+ Muslims and people from BAME community 

 

 



Scotland
How did we help? Case study:

Adam is a young man who escaped remote town in Tanzania. Adam’s story is similar to

many asylum seekers and refugees fleeing persecution for being LGBT+. Adam was outed

by a distant relative who then informed his community leaders. Adam was beaten and

emotionally blackmailed into getting married. Adam went through with forced marriage

and then escaped to city fearing his life. Adam became homeless and destitute living off

rubbish. He eventually found help from a LGBT group. The group were and still are constant

threat. Adam once was arrested and physically abused by police. He has medical and

hospital reports to prove the torture carried out on him. The group were able to help raise

money to allow him to escape. Once Adam arrived in UK he sought Asylum on the basis of

being LGBT+ the home office rejected his claim and he is currently appealing. The appeal

process is long and difficult and currently Adams is housed amongst other asylum seekers

some of which are homophobic. Hidayah has helped Adam by writing letters of support.

Hidayah have provided Adam with safe place to be able to talk about his experiences.

Adam has spoken at a few events to raise awareness of LGBT+ Muslims seeking Asylum in

the UK. We continue to support Adam and others in similar difficult situations. 

 

How did we help? Case study:

Hasan grew up in Scotland city of Glasgow. In his early 20s and struggled with his sexuality

and faith. It was whilst he was at University that Hasan felt comfortable about accepting

his sexuality. Away from his family and community, Hasan was able to live his life the way he

wanted to. It was only when Hasan completed his course and had to return home that his

life changed dramatically. Hasan felt he could not lie to his family and loved ones about his

sexuality and decided to come out to his strict conservative parents. Hasan says initially his

mother cried and his father argued with him. After few days Hasan was told he was not to

tell anyone or he would be thrown out of his home. Hasan currently looking for a job to be

able to support himself and move out of his home. Hasan approached Hidayah after feeling

isolated from his loved ones. Hasan admitted he had attempted suicide and that he has

renounced his faith however he still lives in a Muslim household and sees himself as

culturally Muslim. Hidayah provides Hasan with a safe place for him to talk to others in a

similar situation and be able to make contact with LGBT+ Support groups without his family

finding out. Hidayah has helped provide food and mental health support for Hasan. 

 

 



Hidayah in the Media
Hidayah has had a great year when it comes to media attention: appearing in over 45

publications since the start of 2019, with 15 of those having a significant or entire portion

devoted to Hidayah. Highlights of these include:

 

Ezra’s article in DIVA Magazine, which went out in the Pride print issue (July 2019); 

Ezra’s article in the Metro online, titled “I’m Muslim and LGBT – And I Teach Kids It’s Okay

To Be Both” (February 2019); 

Ezra’s participation in a conference on LGBT Older People and their different needs;

their interview live on Sky News (February 2019); Their interview in the Daily Mail

(February 2019); 

Osman’s appearance on BBC Radio Kent discussing Parkfield School (March 2019); 

Ezra being featured and profiled in HuffPost Voices (March 2019); 

Ezra’s presence in an article for iNews, titled “We are proof you cannot pray the gay

away” (March 2019); and a huge number more. 

 

Hidayah’s media strategy has developed and now has a distinct style and formula

that has worked well and helped us get the message of Hidayah out to others. At this

point in our organisation’s development, it is important for us to get our name out

and make sure any interested parties or LGBT+ Muslims know we’re here and that

we’ll accept them. The most important thing we can do media-wise is to be in as

many places as possible, telling people “we’re here if you need us." It is likely this

strategy will develop in the new year.

 

You can view our media output at: https://www.hidayahlgbt.co.uk/media-and-

outreach 

 

 



Social Media
Social Media has been key to aiding Hidayah deliver its message and connecting LGBT Muslims locally,

nationally and internationally. Hidayah has continued to produce an active and lively presence on

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. However, new developments and strategies are being adopted to

maximise Hidayah’s Social Media potential. As Hidayah reaches the end of this year, a new structure is

being implemented which will enhance Hidayah’s image, influence and ability raise issues faced by LGBT+

Muslims.

 

Hidayah’s social media influence has been exponentially growing over the last year. Since March this year,

our Facebook followers have skyrocketed, going from 1300 page likes and followers on March 31st to a

nearly 2500 today. In addition, a number of our posts are getting serious attention, particularly those

describing the LGBT+ Muslim experience, which has caused lively debates amongst our members. Twitter

has also been earning Hidayah well-deserved recognition, with May’s activities achieving peak numbers

with 222 new followers, 4656 profile visits and 423 mentions in that month alone. Our Instagram page is

also developing its own unique style and voice, and has been reached out to by various artist and activist

pages wishing to collaborate with Hidayah. We have had a valuable group of Social Media Volunteers

working tirelessly over the summer period in order to ensure Hidayah’s Social Media presence has

developed. They have also maintained Hidayah’s integrity by responding to difficult questions that are

often posed to us via Social Media platforms, and ensured that debates on pages have stayed respectful

by calling out oppressive behaviour. Both Ali and Sunny, who managed our Twitter and Facebook pages

respectively this summer, deserve great praise for their dedicated work, which saw great growth of

Hidayah’s Social Media presence. They will be greatly missed this coming year.

 

However, it is important to focus on the exciting upcoming Social Media strategy Hidayah will be

implementing this coming year.  We are rethinking the way we use our platforms in order to best present

Hidayah’s key beliefs, communicate effectively with our followers and other members of the public, and

advertise upcoming events and Hidayah’s new shop. This involves recruiting new volunteers who will create

a distinct voice for Hidayah’s social media platforms. A smaller team of volunteers will work closely

together to share stories that effect our membership and create convincing and stylish advertisements for

our shop and appeals for donations as well as continue to maintain Hidayah’s public image and produce

consistency which is necessary for taking our online presence to the next level. On Instagram, we hope to

develop a unique style and colour scheme, as well as campaign images, which will help us utilize that

platform to its maximum potential. The future looks promising as Hidayah keeps growing in membership

size and support from the public. 

 

We therefore see Social Media as playing a vital role in developing Hidayah’s public image over the

coming year. It is also a useful tool for spreading news of Hidayah’s upcoming events, attracting new

members and raising funds via the shop and appeals for donation. Hidayah will keep developing, as it has

done over the past year, to use this as effectively as possible.

 

 

 



Hidayah Volunteers
Hidayah has created a space of mutual respect through being a volunteer-led organisation that also relies

on the hard work of many other volunteers to carry out the work it does. Our volunteers have been busy

working all year round. Hidayah’s volunteer family is expanding and diversifying to reflect the true nature of

LGBT+ Muslim experiences. We now have people volunteering in a number of different roles which is

helping spread the voices of queer Muslims across the country and helping provide safe spaces for queer

Muslims to share their experiences. 

 

Volunteering has been central to Hidayah’s operations and development since it was established. Now we

have built a network of almost 18 individuals, who contribute their time to helping Hidayah in a number of

different ways. We currently have three different groups of volunteers who dedicate a few hours a week or

month to delivering services to our members. Social Media volunteers continue to develop Hidayah’s public

presence on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and group facilitators ensure that queer Muslims have a safe

space to meet each month, participate in fun activities and discuss issues which affect them in Leeds,

Bristol, Lodnon, Birmingham and Manchester. In addition, the most recently established category of

volunteer are Visibility Champions who are able to attend events and speak on behalf of Hidayah about

the experiences of LGBT Muslims. The necessity to create a bank of those who are able to be visible is an

impressive and necessary step in realising Hidayah’s aims and objectives. As visibility continues to be a

huge issue facing LGBT+ Muslims, these volunteers are able to speak on behalf of those who are unable to

speak for themselves.

 

Hidayah is also continuously developing its processes for to make volunteering for Hidayah as beneficial to

those who are able to help us as possible. Recently, new systems were put in place for providing

information to volunteers from the management committee, which has improved communications at all

levels of Hidayah’s structure. As we look to the future, we are also hoping to create incentives for those

who are able to stay with Hidayah for longer periods, through providing each volunteer with a ‘mentor’

from the management committee and delivering continuous personal development programmes on topics

that concern LGBT Muslims for all our volunteers. These will be an extension of the newly developed

induction programme which all volunteers will be required to undertake before beginning their roles. In

addition, new and exciting roles will be shortly advertised for new volunteers, such as a role for a graphic

designer to help promote Hidayah’s image and work closely to develop our shop.

 

Therefore, it has been another successful year for Hidayah’s volunteers, who all deserve much praise and

encouragement for the hard work they have done, which has a direct positive impact on so many LGBT

Muslim lives across the UK. As we look to the new year, we look forward to welcoming more people into our

volunteering family, as well as developing our own internal structures and programmes to optimise

volunteering for both Hidayah and its volunteers. 

 

 

 

 



University Project
Since July 2018, Hidayah has been running a University outreach project. The main aims and goals of this

project have been to from working links with as many universities across the UK as possible, to be put on

support databases that student unions and societies may have, to organise and run events with these

universities and to also recruit any students from these events as potential volunteers for Hidayah. 

 

This project has been fairly successful with Universities both in the North and South of the UK being

contacted. Some of these Universities include; The University of Oxford, University of Loughborough, The

University of Manchester and even universities in Ireland such as University College Cork. There are some

examples of the success of these links being successful. One example is a panel talk at The University of

Oxford where LGBT identities were discussed. Another set of examples are when Hidayah sent a volunteer

to attend another panel talk at the University of Loughborough where the intersectionality of LGBT

identities was discussed and also a workshop event that was done at The University of Manchester with the

union’s inclusion and diversity officer. As a result of this workshop not only was a working link formed with

the university, Hidayah was added as a support link in the societies database. 

 

Hidayah hopes that this initiative, along with the many others that Hidayah currently has going, will

contribute positively to the lives of LGBTQ+ Muslims who remain as a very unrepresented and marginalised

group within wider society, the LGBT community and the Muslim community. This gross marginalisation

means that many LGBT Muslims may live their entire lives being isolated by the very communities that are

supposed to help and support them. This marginalisation not only occurs in the UK but also in other

countries where being part of the LGBT community carries a heavy bounty. By both supporting the young

LGBT Muslims in places such as universities and educating non-LGBT individuals in universities, we can

come to provide a better and prosperous life for the future generation of LGBT Muslims. 

 

 

 

 

 



Hidayah and others
For the pilot of  one of our campaigns BMSDemocracy partnered with us.

We launched a 4 part roundtable discussion series open to the public, to

discuss the intersectionality of the Muslim faith and sexual identity in

Britain. Topics ranged from inclusive education, the inclusivity of the wider

LGBT+ Muslim community, equality through secularism and what it will take

to be accepted by the wider Muslim communities. The roundtables were

designed to be judgement free and inclusive which is why the discussions

were in depth, intimate and powerful.

 

After a successful series of roundtable discussions attended by people

from all walks of life, Hidayah and BMSDemocracy have been invited to

replicate the roundtable sessions for local police during hate crime

awareness week in October. 

 

Rabia, Director of Media of BMSDemocracy also spoke at Hidayah’s

LGBT+ conference discussing equal rights and secularism. "We would like

to thank Hidayah+ LGBT for being the first partners of our new campaign

and for being a wonderful organisation to work with. We wish them all the

best for the future."

 

 

On 9th January 2019, Hidayah were invited to meet with the UK

Government Equalities Office (GEO). Drew, Shelina, Khalil and Sara

attended to discuss a number of areas related to being queer and Muslim.

Attending the meeting were:

 

Mary Peart, Co-ordinator

Anum Ahmed – Safety Team

Bhavini Tailor – Education Team

Alice Jewels – Transgender Team

Rob Keeling – Women and Intersectionality

 

The GEO had recently published survey results for the National LGBT Survey

and they also presented their manifesto of commitments across

government departments. 

 

The GEO were very happy to hear about the work we are doing to

campaign for social justice to defeat the stigma, taboo and discrimination

faced by within our communities and to give queer Muslims a voice and

visibility to gain social acceptance and change. They were interested in

how we are providing safe spaces for queer Muslims to find support and

we fed suggestions into their consultancy workshops to ensure that support

for queer Muslims is taken into account in future. 

 
 



Hidayah and others

On 30th October 2018, Hidayah were invited to present to a delegation of Malaysian Government Officials.

This was coordinated through Forbury Investment Network and Clarks Legal LLP. Shelina and Sara attended

and presented to representatives from across the Malaysian Government on the topic: “Hearing the voices of

LGBTQIA+ Muslims”

 

We talked about the spirit of these important conversations and that we take inspiration from the personality

of the Prophet. Collaboration, tolerance, respect and value for humanity are considered key. We discussed

the founding ideas of the organisation and that we campaign for social justice and to defeat the stigma,

taboo and discrimination within the wider Muslim Community by providing queer Muslims with a voice and

safe spaces to meet other queer Muslims.

 

The officials were fascinated by the growth of the membership to over 300 within a year and there was some

surprise that there were so many queer Muslims. In our discussions we explained that there are 2.8 million

Muslims in the UK, and if even conservative numbers were to be considered, that would be approximately

60,000 queer Muslims. There was some disbelief that if we applied the same conservative estimation to

Malaysian’s 16.8 million Muslim population then there might be over 350,000 queer Muslims in Malaysia.

 

The conversation continued with us presenting the need for an organisation such as Hidayah. We covered the

specific issues that queer Muslims face and how these can have a negative effect of their mental and

physical health. We also discussed community taboos and the importance of raising awareness of queer

Muslims in the community. The final part of the discussion was a little more controversial and put LGBT+ into a

global context. The participants became uncomfortable when news stories about the intolerance of

Malaysian society for LGBT+ was mentioned. They offered Malaysian YouTube celebrities as examples of the

tolerance and acceptance in Malaysian society but didn’t acknowledge the hard-line stance set by their

politicians in recent times.

 

There was an acceptance and compassion for the struggles faced by queer Muslims and a few of the

participants voiced searching questions around family, community and acceptance of LGBT+ in Malaysian

society. Overall, the officials were engaged, respectful and keen to learn. The questions were basic at times,

but that is to be expected with the attendees coming from a country that does not openly discuss queer

issues, except to criticise. The organisers spoke to us afterwards and were very complimentary, inviting us to

come back next year.

 


